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SATCHMO AT BILLY BERG'S.

On Vine, just south of Sunset, there is now
appecaring the dean of all living jazzmen, 'old Satechmo Louis Armstrong.
Billy Berg's, a nitery devoid of dance-floor and devoted usually to
rebop, is now the Jezz center of America (at least for me) with that
golden horn of Xing Louis' pouring out those w7ild flights of musical
fancy that have made Satchmo the king for a couple of decades or more,

We'v. only neard him once, so far, but that cvening was one @i 1lE
great. st mueical events of my lifc.xm (Come on, FAPS! Shlen g afl. e
ning with Armstrong vicariously.

Tolsrs’; VLo sthe S Samest [ himegtin < F i
teen years, is playing with a small and intimatc group. Forgotten
ar¢ the unwicldy big bands which have so oftcn gotten in his way, for-
gotten arc the hit parade and the demands of the more unmusical -pub-
lio. Armstrong is now just playing what he wants to, usually one of
the numbers he first waxed for the old Okeh label--und while he no
doubt will eventually organise another big band and go commercial
once more, he seems to be enjoying hie vacation even more than I did,
which is saying & lot. :

There are six pieces in the band: trumpet,
trombone, ol:s rinet, piano, drums, gnd  string basess Friano «amd bess
arc nothing outstanding, just a couple of 1ocal Sshite musicians . i
trombone is in the capeble hands of Juck Teugurden, who for my money
is one of the two or threc greatest tram men of wll time in &ddition
to becing the best white singer. clerinet is Berney Bigeard, onc of
the two greatest New Orlcans recd men ¢nd for o decade an:d-& half &
me instay with Duke Ellihgton. Drums are the province of Sid C:tlett,
one of the best. And if thit were not enough, therc is houtls himsell.
gty o “bands

In erch set, the bend follows pretty U - fi- A doreds pEs
tern, Armstrong fe-turing himself on every other number; znd tcking
turns fe. turing Te.g..rden, Bigard, cnd C-tlett on Bl0El OEaENgE LN e OJ0E
of the biggest kicks of the whole pserformunce i€ the wny Louis him-
sclf would be sent by the other men, purticulcrrly Tecgirden, :nd the
W~y Teugorden cnd Big-rd would got so enr.ptured with Armstrong's sSo-
loes thot theytd just stund there open-mouthed aed Vrolldang . their gyes
lik< = couplc of bobby-soxers.  Those boys rcally love each others!
playing.

Superlative among & whole evening ofF ousbetanding perfor-
nances were armstrong on THEM THERE EYES and BLACK AND BLUE (you
should have hcard the audible gasp of pleasure from the crowd when
ILouis ennounced the latter!); Teagarden on GOTTA RIGHT TO SING THE
BLUES and one¢ unnamed bluss; Bigard on TE4 FOR T70; and Armstrong
and Teagerden ductting on ROCKIN' CHAIR.

I could have done without
onc of the two drum solos by Big Sid, expert  as they viere; and evcn
my tough cars suffcrced from the smallness of the room,  which madeieme
feel ‘et ithough hesere sitting up "inside the bell of Louis' trumpet.
But these were minor flaws indeed! :
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I have heard.it eaid that armstrong is all through, that he
is a tired old man, that even if he vwere in his prime his music is
rasse, Nuts! True enough, this was not the Armstrong of the late
20's or very early 38's. After all, Setchmo is 47 years old, and ha s
besen blowing that horn for around 35 years. WMot unlike an athlete,

a brass men loses some of his oomph as he gets older. Louis no longer
tries to see how high he can get, nor does he try to carry the vhole
chow with that slender horn. But any question as to his being a has-
been evaporated early in the evening when he took GNE O'CLOCK JUMP

for the wildest ride it ever .ent on, playing a series of choruces
that no brass men todey could match, and which could have been sur-
passed only by the srmstrong of 1929-33, And his: tone ris just as

sorm and rich tnd compelling us i1t ever was, that joyously sad vibruto
Stdll teers;your: coulsowt, jusl: as much csit-ever dauds . fand: et anis ure
pessed inventiveness is £till right in there. And his singing, -I do
believe, is better than ever. ®When he finished singing BLACX AND BLUE
half the people in the place had tecrs in their eyes.. S5O g Tolxe .

And you should have heird that horn back up Teugurden's blues singing!

And then you should hcve heord Teagarden return the favor when Louis
sang BLAC:I AND BLUE!

And heard Bigard play himself into such a compli-
cated spot on TE. FOR TWO that it was even money if he'd come et
it--then pull himself out of the #hole with the wildest and most super
brew< I've ever heerd in my whole 1life! (Thet right there vas & once-
in-five-years kick.)

And the wey Louis &nd Jack would look at each
other and then go off on another of those unbelievable brass duets,
Witk Bigard--greet as he is--relegated clear off to one sgide.

; . That
ie the jumpinest .bané there ever ‘ias, the bluest, the sweetest, the
hote st - [T EarlGHines Mhad s st heen i onsat piano,; - I*d quit I'istens
ing to jazz, knovwing that I'd never agein hear anything that setis-
fieeid fme, A

No vonder Jess Stacy burst into tears when -he heard them.

Man! You should have been there!

sk ok K 23 s S SR 2 3K oK K K O K K i i ik K K i< ok sk ok sk sk ok sk s s sie 3K oK 3k sk sk K oK S 3K K i K i S sk R skl i <ok e ks e R

THOUGHTS JHILE BAND-S.TING.

Burbee is partly responsible for the name of this column.
It seems that I never have & chance to mull anything over &ny more ex-
cept when I get on the bandsaw at viork and saw discs for a while. So
it is that every time I .do'get te band-saving I start getting wild
ideas and immediately steart rushing around the shop telling people
gbout them, = This column will be soemething of @ rambling editoriel,
111, e¥so have: what meilling eommenits® I care to meke. I refuse-to be
held responsible if I put something in here I thought of while T was
NOT bend-saving.

---00000---

About a year ago I mentioned in FAN-DANGO that I was losing
interest in fandom and outlined the restricted scope under which I
then intended to operate. The wmetamorphosis 'is now complete. MMy on-
ly remaining interest of & fan nature is FiP4i. I neither collect nor
roadl want sy, .or stef ) fexceptidtsddentad Ly 50 Ihm-aoet  a: fan, .. My LASTS
et tiieipation.-is:athing fof the pasty though I.stdill’ wrilte “for.Burhes
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now and then for old time's sake, and very rarely (three or four times
a.year) attend a meeting.
Fandom, in its ayjay facet, can still offer
me something I want--the opportunity for occasional written self-ex-
. pression.’ So long as ‘I feel this desdire, I hope te satisfy it thro ugh
F:P., though how often I neither kmnow nor particularly care.
---00000~--

Tt probably will strike gome of you as being rather odd that
I should agree to help the OE, and even file for FiP: office, what
with my oft-reiterated statement that I'm through with fandom. While
I nay be somewhst of an alarmist it seems to me that the collaboration
between TVidner and Perdue came mighty near to wrecking this organi-
zation; I regard the small amount of official duties T have agreed to
perform as a necessary evil that I must endure to try to keep FiLPL
from foundering altogether. Others could perform these sarme duties
rmuch better and much more enthusiastically than I will. But some few
»f us are ‘going to have to meke a certain amount of sacrifice to put
FLP. back on its feet; if even as carefree a pair as Burbee znd I can
on occasion feel dutiful, can't some of you more solid members get off
the dime? Huh?

I'w through preaching now, people.
~—-0o000---

in interesting sidelight on national fen organizatione mey
perheps be worth jotting down for those of you who Believe in New Tan-
dom, the NFFF, Cosmic Circle, and other s im Fldr g mompes e &SIk Tes
ceived the NFFF membership roster for July 1947, and was stunned tQ
find that T am carried on the rolls &5 & member p&id up through 1948.
Well, I definitely paid NFFF dues in 1944 and 1945. 'Yes, there ere
skcl:tons in my closet too!) I may heve pcid dues in 1946, though
I'. not entirely positive., But I do xnow that I've peid nothing for
1947 or 1948, nor do I intend to. . :
I've & notion to send I'FFF a beack
issue Alhambre phone book, so thet they cen psd@ their roster with
naemes of people who zre morc interested 1in their Movement than I 7m.

~——00J)00-=-—

‘Then I first ceme cround the L.SFS, one of the choicer bits
of gossip wces the gory tccount of how Yerke and Brodbury got the club
kicked out of Clifton's. 0ddly enough, during the pist yerr or E£0
this story hes been rmended to "low Yerke got the club kicked out of
AL IR

That's fennish griotitude for you; denying & guy his just
due just beciuse hs lost his @ mtcur stinding.
---00000---

Th: t mushroom cloud in the west is not snother - tomic bomb
on J:pen, it is Heclen Wesson reccting to my esking heniaf Tehe SWeks
br.gging or complcining when she remurks th:.t she w:;s "the only wom:n
who hes kent Fren L.ney up half the night just gnbbing™.

sud Helen,
wer used to . have lots of syjey effeetion on the stzff of the college
nevspeper, but we h.d to cut it out--too miny @it Wl (BTS20 ~jisEE =
n-nt.
Wesson's a swell gal. Thet evening I speht bullfesting with
her was one of the most interesting and stimulating conversetions I
ot Eaiic i webed e, T she. can-“halg: ‘onte hewr present sunny disposi
tion and chermingly impractical idealism through another decade OT sO
B et Wife T'1l be -tenpted to retract everything I toeld her thet
night when I was attempting to defend an attitude of dovn~to-earth
realism against her head-on attack.
~--00000---
Laurcate Nominations: Best Editing, Crane and Jesson, 7Jarner,
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Speer Best srticle: Rurbee (AL, ASHLEY, DISTINGUISHED NOVELIST), Wes-
son (mﬂB LCNG WiY HOME), Warner {THIS H.S NOTHING TO DO WITH F.NTLSY).
Fumor: Rurbee one-two-three (the articles on Al iehley). Deserving
of &« Special Tord: the anonymous character (&ccording to Perdue 1t was
Dunkelberger) who submitted thet atrocious doggeral about the bedpen.

That was childish, unfunny, and distinctly out of place in the mailing.

g een . Ofs T ould have banned it on the perhaps shaky grounds that
it does not Urepresent subtantially the work of a memher of FAP X,
—-~-00000--~

Would some of you folks be so kind as to zxm air your views
on ‘the matter of cover-ups versus muckraking? I've alwayes been one to
speak my mind and to come out right straight from the shoulder, and
often before I've gotten into hot water over it. My 1nollnat10n is
to rip right into any abuses I may sncounter.

i reoently had it very
forcibly brought home t6 me that the L,S“S ie rotten with homosexual-
ity. With & mixture of motives--a desire to lE ve some excitement and
a hope that by dragging the matter into the light I might force the
LALSTS to clean house--I ripped into this situation in a couple of
articles which most of you have probably seen by now.

_ As might have
been foreseen, the LASFS is irked &t me. But I am stunned by the
fact that the.three loudest objectors are. three of the most definitely
heterosexual men in the place; Hodgkins, Daugherty, and Hart. They
apparently arc: not aanoyed by having the club filled with ripe fruits,
but only enreged at me- for having had the Jemesrit y ) Toxmenit ton, 3 bk Lk
-"would have thought that these fellovws would approve of any attenpt
to make the club .into a place that one could take his wife or sweet-
heart; at least would not have jumped into a position vthich leaves
them 1n the awkward position of almost defendlng the homosexuality
hthh T know ®8ll three of them &abhor.
I am well aware that there e
a distinction between mere - muoxrdklnﬁ and an honest attempt to expose
a rotten situation with the hope of clearing it up. Anyone, inclu-
ding myself, is buund to have a few shameful thinge in his past that
he would hate to hkave brought out into the open. If & man or & group
refreins from misleading posturing end hypocrisy, no one but a heel
will gratuitously tell his friends about that time he got caught
LN S Do ent b T T onW i e sl Saries vt las bratilon s Tictitious,  and
does not apply to a member of the LASFS .ho, according to-Al Ashley,
hadthet wvery thingalappen b o-ntmse sfew mon ths', ag ol
: But when a man
explaine away the time he spent in the penitentary for homosexuality
as heing secret war work, or when a group poses as a Shangri-la uto-
pia a4t the same time that an impartiel survey of its membership re-
cords has shown thet only half of ites members over a four year period
have xxet been sexuclly ecceptable cccording to the mores of menkind
B e e O L b6 e L NS it ShETICHON Te P T b sroasurgeTy -to let the
pusout o f the inFeeiLEd: args
] BUtS [ mey be,virong .. Fhut do,you peopls
think «bout it?
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FAN -DAMCGOV s composeay ongthe ssibene 11 By ginaneis T. Leney for guarterly
aruktiset ffre Gue b e DS I Bl o oES S betubite “rlermbere .o Y FAPA. .- Unless. other-
s shisttie dh el 1 mah e el R B ErRchmpese ZSTe-. 18 pd L ten by the.ssid FTL,
who =t prssent is cll sprecd out--sgleeping at 321 Union Ave., Los
Lngeliesi 15, Gl ferndas vt -witBemost sofshic  thingg. &t 816 . Testboro
ive., xlhambre, Celifornia--an address which will be permeanent as
S66n- s he canfgeaidrnded.s
e A
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Back in FAPA's early days, the group had a very delinquent
0E, Who muffed up the mailings just about like Perdue has, and who
finally sat down on the election meiling, just like now. So Milt
Rothman, Jeck Speer, end Elmer Perdue made a weeckend jaunt from 'Jash-
ington, D. C. to Philadelphia, captured the meiling, and brought 1t
out in & totelly illegal performence which still "seved FAPA from ex-
tinction. -Now his tory-has tried to repeat.

P Mg e Spast JEE REeie
in I/ got increasingly provoked ¢t Perdue and his perversion of the
editorship into an excuse to don a clozk of godlike distinction. = Tor
& whole year we lis tened to such remarks as tSo-and-so sent me a mage-
BRtlic - Ton-0h cone Tl e, <but . T lost: peirtseT 1tl op AT g0t (8 report TRen
e hmen. bt -1 Lests it . in -2 werd or. BT don*t Aillee sgroutech =" magtzine
Eo: rr1] ban’ it angs so- on. ad nouseéum, . In most ims tances:these stctes
mente were fictitious, a mere pandering to Pcrdue's cons ciousnese Of
having & Fine Mind. ,

As each mailing grew progressively later, Elmer
scemed to expand as the local FAPS kept asking him when. He almost
basked in it.

Well,. this got 16 ibeitog mich.:"When Burbeeseng T, had
waited one month past the cons titutional deadline for the mailing,
we boiled over, and Burk wrote Rothman & letter essking him whet he
thouzht about & blitz. A presidential appointment &s cmergency mail -
ers promptly rcachcd us, so one Satuedey afternoon we GRevE -0 Hets
Perduc's, prosented him with the letter from Rothmen, and asked him
what he wes going to do about it.
¢ : SWwitching into his outraged diety
facet, Perdue showed us the stuff for the mailing, and Jlaids the- b Y¥ame
o, Jidner who had sent no report. Being of &« chicken-hecrted nature,
Burb and I deeided that Perdue should be given onme 1l:ast chence, wtnd
geve him & deedline (v hich he set) of August 13--Burbee cgreeing 1o
help mimeograph the FA, znd ncking crrengements vith Asckerm'n to bor-
rovw mailing momey .from the Founde tion. ;L e
...80 on the 19th, Burhee spent
¢ Pontestic ewening *ith the Perdue's, on evening in *hich Flmer,
“mong other constructive ¢ccomplishments,. got the LASTS evicted from
its e¢lu: room, wrsted Burbece's evening to such =n ¢xtent thrt he re-
fused to h.ve cnything more to do either with Perdue xm® or thce méil-
ing. -This seemed to m:ike no difference, since Elmer ngreed to mril
therneil ing s right s&way. ! 5 %
off *thes 2k - Perdue’ enllold BUnbEs, Bog Sl
thct his wother-in-l-w hrd dicd, he s going erst to the funer:l,
cnd “roularrury  Iike v good fellow téke.eére. of 'the meiling, oIS
scid the obli; ing Burbee--but within three hours he discovered Al g
Elmer h:d hung up from telling him he wee letving tovwn, £nd shid then
immedis tely dicled Myrtle Dougli.s to iy he wrs not leuving town. A
picoyunc deception, scarcely worthy of the person vho waes once terned
“God's big brothcr Bill", but it made. Burbecc¢ explodes the only time
Es b s e B fell AU e E VG ohas! doienso
So on the 22nd he brought
the mailings to work and loadcd them in my car, with the undcretana-
ing he'd pick up the moncy from sckerman the 28th, give it I emes (e
B Cand, gy T drmail the meilings the next day.
((My gosh, I just
discovecred I've been looking at the wrong line on the calendcr! Sub-
tract 7 days from cach date listed gbove:! Who said I wee infall iblkess

The putative meiling date weas the 2.rd! Sorry. anyway, when Bur bec



asked Asckerman for the money, Forrest J rcfuscd on the grounds that

2FAPA had ncver done enything for the Fourd ation; why should the Foun-
dation do anything for FAPA--besides, ‘the ecastern fans hate the Toun-
detionty, " .0r'sc "it" was reportegd to me. - :

; 3 In the meantime, I'd found
the meilings unaddresscd, an . incomplctely assembled. MLE O SR ncchole
hed medc a cover bearing a legend 2Published in & limited edition of
Gl w0t whitelsybh ishalistinPs et gt o F st v X CauSands NS L E | ot
take & bowl=Z Not only had he filled These in with ink, thereby void-
ing 4th class meiling privileges, but in &t lcast one instance,. he
had fillcd in the blenk following "Stand up" with en unrcpeatably ob-
scenc epithet. So Cecile and I spent a whole evening finishing the
asscmbline of the mailings, tearine the covers offall the FA's, end
addrc¢ssing the cnveclopes.

; : Then I léerncd Acksrman hed refused to
loan Fourf ation monc¢y (of which' there is not far from £400) to TAPA,
I blew up, airmeiling Nothmen, telling him what all had heappencd, and
announcing my intent ion to sit on the mailine until I had somz money.
Not only was I rather unwilling to meke a loan, but I S mpd - daidIsrnen
havs the money if I had wanted to loan it.

The check from Rothmen
errived on the 29th of August; I inmtended to get tho mailing out on
e "Hoth. TRt gob’ Sitkiass a  doghsa-bh aletummericold, - E0 they finally
went qut of the Alhembra post officc on September 2, after & comedy
of foul-ups unsurpasscd in modern times. s

: Ar interceting sidclight

is thc fact that nothing in thce madling was unmailatle, ACCORDING TO
PORDDE. HIVSELE..  H&w dofyou. like! that, mMtesrs. Hart, Dunkclberger,
and Croutch? I wented to send the meilings express collect, but Bur-
_bee got ag to see¢ 'that the resulting tangle vould be too rwuch .to
iron out, vhat with 47 plus members making deductions the next time
Lt hey puid; thedir: ducse g _
S Rothmen mede & personal loan to.FAPL of (15,
The moilings cost $12.16 to ‘send out, so.I will scnd ‘the ncw secy-
treas, whoocver he mey be, $2.84, &nd he can scnd Milt ([15.

: : . Se (far &S
T :dan e arng. ot phic wirit ing S fSubtember 9) ther's: has Sioauik eleieal oo
eeprl - Lrom, Wi.dners ) : '

3 Another inte¢resting sidelight is that.the meil-
inge Fas” turne d 5 over. by, Parduesfiegos TaciKing four complete meilings
énd ont ' Fantuey Acatour. It is to be hoped somcthing: cen he done
SR ot Lhic.s et S o visryr s SHE B I b e

f e rseds-tale of & DLEEZ
hée « number of morsls, docen't it? TIa the first plece, niver try to
@rite snythine when you don't fecl in the mood, <& witnues this erti-
cle! Secondly, if you cver conduct a blitz, don't be & g enipll-CllmnT ===
tika the stuff cwey regerdlsss of pest ties of frisndship, excuscs
offared, or chything elee. ' There is & conssitutioncl desdline for
cuch muiling; the editor voiunteers for the job knowing of these decd-
linc s, «nd sickness is chout the only excusc thet should stznd' up.
If the CF misses the decdline, thet in itself is prine: focie: justifi-
G 01 VIO bk Al ;
Pkl d e BIICH FITETEy Mo, :9ds?
; NEVZR clcct Elmer Perduc
to ANY OFFICE! :
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